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Nepal: 

Earthquake  

In numbers 

 

8,673 deaths (total from both 

earthquakes) 

3,893 male, 4,779 female (1 unidentified) 

8 million people affected 

1.8 million people have  received WFP 

food 

WFP/Zoie Jones 

 

Funding  

Flash Appeal: US$423 million  

(22% funded) 

Corporate Response EMOP:  

US$116.6 million (18.6% funded) 

Special Operation Logistics Augmentation 

and Emergency Telecommunications 

Cluster: US$25.6 million (26% funded) 

Special Operation UNHAS (Budget under 

review due to increased needs):  

US$8.5 million (99% funded) 

  Highlights and Key 
Messages 

 Expected in June, the onset of the 
monsoon season will substantially 

reduce access to people living high 
up in the mountains with no road 

access. WFP is acting fast but 
requires immediate resources in 

these vital weeks. The overall 
response remains critically 

underfunded.  

 WFP’s emergency operation is 

currently undergoing a revision. The revision will incorporate findings from 
the latest Food Security Cluster (FSC) needs assessments and food security 

phase classification, while aligning WFP’s activities with the Government 

plans. The operation will be extended until 31 December 2015 to enable 
implementation of a three-phase response plan.  

 The preliminary results from the FSC assessment conducted this month 
indicate that 1.4 million are in need of emergency food assistance. The 

assessment found that the food security and nutrition situation of the 
affected people is extremely serious and gives every indication of worsening 

if not immediately addressed.  

 Adding to the already considerable food needs of the affected people, as 

outlined in the FSC assessment, the provision of rice and millet seeds is now 
a priority to restore livelihoods in time for the harvest season. Those farmers 

that will miss the 2015 planting season due to a lack of seeds will be subject 
to prolonged food insecurity. 

  One Month In 

 It has been a month since the 7.8 
magnitude earthquake struck Nepal. In 

this month, WFP has worked to 

support hundreds of thousands of 
people who remain without food and 

are in need of shelter, both after the 
earthquake of last month and the 7.3 

magnitude quake on 12 May. 
 In this month, WFP has distributed 

food  to over 1.8 million people in the 
worst-affected areas, reaching over 

342,260 households and serving 
95% of those targeted for support.  

WFP/Zahra Inayat 
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WFP Phase 1 Response: Immediate Relief 

 

Cumulative Distribution as of 25 May 2015 

District Households Beneficiaries Rice (mt) 

High Energy 

Biscuits 

(mt) 

Total Food  

(mt) 

No. of Village 

Development 

Committees 

(VDC) 

Gorkha 66,055 350,092  705.09 13.59 718.68 59 

Dhading 81,494 431,918  738.55 0.60 739.15 50 

Nuwakot 65,674 348,072  683.42 0.00 683.42 62 

Rasuwa 10,543  55,878  101.03  4.40  105.43  18 

Sindhupalchok 72,162  382,459  717.60 4.02 721.62 73 

Kavre 29,346 155,534  297.43 0.00 297.43 30 

Dolakha 16,985 90,021  168.95 4.15 173.10 12 

Total 342,259 1,813,974 3412.07 26.76 3438.83 304 

 As of 25 May, WFP has distributed 10-day food rations to over 1.8 million people 

from 304 Village Development Committees (VDC) in seven of the hardest hit 

districts: Gorkha, Nawakot, Dhading, Rasuwa, Sindhupalchok, Kavre, and 

Dolakha. Daily distributions continue in these districts. 

Nepal: Earthquake 

www.wfp.org/countries/Nepal 
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One Month After the Earthquake  

25 May marked one month since the 7.8 magnitude earthquake struck Nepal. In this month, WFP 

has worked to support hundreds of thousands of people who remain without food and in need of 

shelter, both after the earthquake of last month and the 7.3 magnitude quake on 12 May.  

Rice is delivered to a remote village in Gorkha district near the epicenter of the first earthquake. 

In a high mountain village in Sindhupalchok a woman tries 

to salvage millet that was retrieved from her collapsed 

home. 

WFP/Manoj Sah 

 

WFP/Zoie Jones 

 

WFP/Jordan Isenhour 

Nepal: Earthquake 

www.wfp.org/countries/Nepal 

WFP helicopter delivers life-saving food assistance. 
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WFP Response 
 The first phase of WFP’s emergency response is 

coming to an end. To date, WFP has reached 
over  1.8 million people through general food 

distributions in seven of the most affected 
districts: Dhading, Dolakha, Kavre, Gorkha, 
Nuwakot, Rasuwa and Sindhupalchok.  

 The second phase of the operation has now 

begun. In this phase, WFP will assist 1.15 million 
people with rice, pulses and oil. For the 

nutritionally vulnerable people, WFP will begin a 

blanket supplementary feeding programme 

(BSFP) targeting 38,000 children under two 

years of age using Ready-to-Use Supplementary 
Food (RUSF). If the requisite resources are made 

available, WFP will also assist 25,000 pregnant 

and nursing women through its BSFP activities.  

 Cash Transfer Programme: In some of the 

affected areas, where family food stocks have 
been partially lost and markets are recovering, 
WFP is working with partners to assess a cash 
transfer programme that will allow survivors to 

buy food locally and revitalise the markets.  
 
Logistics 

 

 Update on WFP’s “Operation Mountain 

Express”: WFP is striving to reach people in high
-altitude areas by working with a combination of 
mountaineers, porters and mules. To access the 
hard to reach harsh and mountainous areas, WFP 

has signed an agreement with the Trekking 

Agencies’ Association of Nepal (TAAN) in Dhading 
district to transport close to 1400 mt of food 
using porters. For this operation, four base 
camps have been established along a 45 km 
(approx.) trail where experienced porters will 
carry the food from one camp to another over a 

four day period. The food will be transported by 
trucks to the first base camp after which the 
porters will take over due to the impassable 
nature of the roads. Although still a pilot at this 
stage, the operation will ensure that WFP is able 
to serve 60,000 earthquake-affected people in 
the entire district. Following this pilot, WFP will 

roll-out a similar operation in some of the other 

districts where the logistical constraints are 
comparable. In Ghorka district, arrangements are 
underway where the use of mules is being 
explored.  

 In the coming days, it is expected that the 

Government will revert to the previous lengthy 

customs clearance procedures although 
discussions are underway to continue the fast 
track clearance of WFP humanitarian cargo.  

 WFP has received forklifts to assist with the 

offloading of cargo from the planes and requires 
specialised drivers to operate these forklifts.  

 A consignment 128 mt of Ready-to-Use 

supplementary food has arrived in-country. This 

high value nutrition product will be used for the 
BSFP targeting children under two.  

 
 
 
 

Clusters 
 

Food Security Cluster (FSC) 

 The FSC meetings continued in the two  

established Humanitarian Hubs in Gorkha and 
Sindhupalchok. FSC coordination in Chautara is 
currently covered by WFP staff while a 
permanent Cluster staff is identified.  

 In order to improve coordination at the  

sub-national level, Action Contre la Faim (ACF)  
is willing to provide FSC focal points for  
Rasuwa district. To date, FSC focal points have 
been identified for Dhading, Rasuwa, 
Sindhupalchok, Gorkha.  

 The Ministry of Agricultural Development (MoAD) 

called for an additional FSC meeting to brief  

partners on the current Government response  
in order to ensure coordination with the 
humanitarian community. The FSC will present 
UN, INGO and NGO achievements to date in the 
districts affected by the earthquake. 

Logistics Cluster 

 Incoming Air Cargo: There has been a 

substantial reduction of incoming humanitarian 
cargo and congestion at the airport has largely 
eased. Both slot applications and customs are 

returning to normal pre-emergency procedures.  

 Since the start of the operation, a total of 14,400 

cubic metres / 3,100 mt has been facilitated by 

the Logistics Cluster at the Humanitarian Staging 
Area (HSA) for 94 partners. 

 Air Operations: Following many long hours of 

work, the helicopter landing zone that will serve 

the Chautara hub was completed on the night of 
20 May. The first helicopter operation from 
Chautara took place on 21 May with four 
rotations to the villages of Bolde and Lidi in the 
Sindhupalchok district, where WFP and partners 
distributed food, shelter materials and hygiene  
kits. 

Working with partners and governments to get help to 

those in need. 

WFP/Marco Frattini 

Nepal: Earthquake 

www.wfp.org/countries/Nepal 
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 On 20 May, the AS350 began flying assessment 

missions with the remote access operations team 

for planning and preparation of the trail 
rehabilitation operations. 

 Road Transport: A total of 360 truckloads have 

been moved through the common services from 
Kathmandu, Deurali and Chautara since the start 
of the operation. 

 Logistics Hubs: Four satellite logistics hubs to 

facilitate last mile transport are being established 

in forward locations. These hubs are being 
managed by Logistics Cluster partner 
organisations. The first of these, in Bidur 
(Nawakot district), is now operational with one 
Mobile Storage Unit (MSU) in place.  

 A total of 7,840 cubic meters of storage is now 

available on behalf of the humanitarian 

community. 

 Civil-Military Coordination: The US Military 

has almost completely withdrawn from Nepal, 
however a team of six remains to assist with 
incoming humanitarian cargo at the airport. Four 
of these are forklift drivers who will be facilitating 
incoming cargo and also providing forklift 

training to ensure continuing capacity. 

 

  

Emergency Telecommunications Cluster 

(ETC)  

 The ETC continues to collaborate with response 

organisations, national internet and mobile 
services providers and government authorities 
for a coordinated ICT response to the 
earthquake.  

 The ETC is now providing shared internet 

connectivity in Charikot to support expanding 
humanitarian presence in this area.  
In Chautara, the ETC has also set up links to the 
offices of Save the Children and Nepali Red Cross 
so that they have the internet connectivity to 

support their operations.  
 1,071 users from more than 140 different 

response organisations are using ETC internet 
services from 15 sites across Kathmandu, 
Deurali, Gorkha, Chautara, Bharatpur, Bidur, 

Aarughat and Charikot. 
 To support the safety and security of 

humanitarians operating in remote areas of the 
country, the ETC has expanded the 
communications network to cover common 

operating areas in Gorkha and Deurali. 
 

 

 

 
 

WFP/Edmondo Perrone 

The logistics base at Chautara in action. This base supports getting relief to affectted villages in the eastern areas.  
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Resourcing Update  

 To date, WFP has received generous 

contributions from a number of donors, including 
Australia, Canada, Denmark, Germany, Japan, 
Liechtenstein, the Netherlands, Norway, United 

Kingdom, United States, UN CERF and the 
private sector.  

 The Emergency Operation, valued at US$116.6 

million, is now 18.6 percent funded. Urgent 
funding is required to continue delivering 
emergency food assistance  through the 
monsoon season, initiate nutrition support and 

start conditional cash transfers where markets 
show signs of recovery. 

 With the increasing need for air capacity, UN 

Humanitarian Air Services (UNHAS) continues  
scaling up its fleet to meet the needs of the 
humanitarian community. The US$8.5 million 
Special Operation for UNHAS, which is currently 

99 percent funded, will be significantly increased 
following a revision of budgetary requirements.  

 The US$25.6 Logistics and Telecommunications 

Augmentation and Coordination Special 
Operation is now 26 percent funded. It is in the 
interest of the entire humanitarian community to 
have both Special Operations funded as they 

specifically cater to supporting organisations in 
their relief efforts. 

Contacts    

 Arnold Kawuba, Operational Information  

Management and Reporting Officer (Kathmandu)  

arnold.kawuba@wfp.org 

 Julie Martinez, Operational Information  

Management and Reporting Officer (Kathmandu) 

julie.martinez@wfp.org 

 Rathi Palakrishnan, Regional Donor Relations  

Officer 

rathi.palakrishnan@wfp.org (Bangkok) 

 Jin Iwata, Donor Relations Officer (Kathmandu) 

jin.iwata@wfp.org 

 

Key Links 

Operations 

Nepal Emergency Operation 

Nepal SO— Logistics and Emergency Telecommunications 
Augmentation 

Nepal SO — United Nations Air Service (UNHAS) 

 

Clusters 

Emergency Telecommunications (ETC) 

Logistics Cluster 

Food Security Cluster 

 

Latest Media 

Nepal Earthquake One Month On  

Nepal One Month On: UN calls for more aid  

WFP thanks the following donors for their support: 

http://one.wfp.org/operations/current_operations/project_docs/200668.pdf
http://one.wfp.org/operations/current_operations/project_docs/200848.pdf
http://one.wfp.org/operations/current_operations/project_docs/200848.pdf
http://one.wfp.org/operations/current_operations/project_docs/200849.pdf
http://ictemergency.wfp.org/web/ictepr/countries-nepal
http://www.logcluster.org/ops/nepal
http://foodsecuritycluster.net/countries/nepal
http://www.wfp.org/stories/nepal-earthquake-one-month-on
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-32874952

